No. XCI.
To MRS. DUNLOP.

Ellistand^

Ir has been owing to unremitting
hurry of business that I have not written to you?
Madam, long ere now. My health is greatly
better, and I now begin once more to share in
satisfaction and enjoyment with the rest of my
fellow-creatures.

Many thanks, my much esteemed friend, for
your kind letters; but why will you make me
run the risk of being contemptible and merce-
nary In my own eyes? When I pique myself on
my independent spirit, I hope it is neither poetic
license, nor poetic rant; and I am so flattered
with the honour you have done me, in making
me your compeer in friendship and friendly cor-
respondence, that I cannot without pain, and a
degree of mortification, be reminded of the real
inequality between our situations,
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